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“The meeting that night was at New York's old 24th
Street Clubhouse. During the intermission., the treasurer
gave a timid talk on how broke the club was. (That was in
the period when you couldn't mix money and A.A.) But fi-
nally he said it —the landlord would put us out it we didn't
pay up. He concluded his remarks by saying, Now boys,
please go heavier on the hat tonight, will you'”

“I heard all this quite plainly, as I was piously trying to
convert a newcomer who sat next to me. The hat came in
my direction, and 1 reached into my pocket. Still working
on my prospect, I fumbled and came up with a fifty-cent
piece. Somehow it looked like a very big coin. Hastily, I
dropped it back and fished out a dime, which clinked thinly
as I dropped it in the hat. Hats never got folding money in
those days.

“Then I woke up. I who had boasted my generosity that
morning was treating my own club worse than the distant
alcoholics who had forgotten to send the Foundation their
dollars. I realized that my five-dollar gift to the slippee was
an cgo-fceding proposition, bad for him and bad for mc.
There was a place in A.A. where spirituality and money
would mix, and that was in the hat!”’ .@
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Getting on the Conference Agenda

An idea, suggestion, question, concern or subject
comes from an AA member, group, district, area or
some other service entity within the Fellowship.

It may be further shared or discussed within the
Fellowship and passed along through the service
structure for consideration.

At any point, it may be passed along to the
General Service Office for possible consideration.

The idea is reviewed by the corresponding GSO/GV
staff.

If the idea is felt to represent a well-expressed need,
it is passed on to the corresponding Trustees’
Committee for consideration.

| If the trustees feel the idea merits further
consideration, they forward it to the corresponding
Conference Committee as an agenda item.

o @K # "$ " "% # $ IKIl



Spiritual Experience.

Fun Fact:
Drinking
Whiskey Is
Still Healthier
Than Being &

Dead VI

CURSES
FOILED
AGAIN!

“Renewing
my resolve, |
tried again.”

Alcoholic
Anonymous,
4" ED, BILL’s
STORY,
p. 5.

Similar to the power of Bill W's
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A flask disguised as a sunscreen bottle.
For when your alcoholism is so bad
you'd rather be known as someone
who drinks sunscreen

Thanks Randy A.
T AL ] ""

ordered another whiskey and poured
it into more milk.”
Alcoholic Anonymous, 4 " ED, MORE
ABOUT ALCOHOLISM, p. 36

Gaylon H. A.

Step 1: Get giant beach balls
Step 2: Paint eyes on them
Step 3: Place in tree facing

neighbours house.
Step 4:.....2)

Thanks :
 Thanks Mike M.

[fom

I would just like

to thank the person
who told my daughter
that when she lies her

eyes turn a different color.
Now she squeezes
her eyes shut every time

she lies. and my job

just became a whole
lot easier.

Be Positive Be
Happy *

The EAGLES can be so
unpredictable.

MEN SAY THAT WOMEN SHOULD
COME WITH INSTRUCTIONS...

Thanks
aNa M.

WHAT'S THE POINT OF THAT?
HAVE YOU EVER SEEN A MAN
ACTUALLY READ THE INSTRUCTIONS?
“When a discussion does arise, you

might suggest he read this book or at
least the chapter on alcoholism.”
Alcoholic Anonymous, 4 " ED,
TO WIVES, pp. 111 — 112.
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Tradition Seven: Every AA group ought to be fully self-supporting, declining outside
contributions.

1. Honestly now, do I do all | can to help AA (my group, my central office, my GSO)
remain self-supporting? Could | put a little more into the basket on behalf of the
new guy who can't afford it yet? How generous was | when tanked in a barroom?

2. Should the Grapevine sell advertising space to book publishers and drug
companies, so it could make a big profit and become a bigger magazine, in ful
color, at a cheaper price per copy?

3. If GSO runs short of funds some year, wouldn't it be okay to let the government
subsidize AA groups in hospitals and prisons?

4. ls it more important to get a hig AA collection from a few people, or a smaller
collection in which more members participate?

5. Is a group treasurer's report unimportant AA business? How does the treasurer
feel about t?

6. How important in my recovery is the feeling of self-respect, rather than the feeling
of being always under obligation for charity received?
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TThere is another story about money. One night in 1948,
the trustees of the Foundation were having their quarterly
meeting. The agenda discussion included a very important
question. A certain lady had died. When her will was read,
it was discovered she had left Alcoholics Anonymous in
trust with the Alcoholic Foundation a sum of ten thousand
dollars. The question was: Should A.A. take the gift?

7 What a debate we had on that one! The Foundation was
really hard up just then; the groups weren't sending in
enough for the support of the office; we had been tossing in
all the book income and even that hadn't been enough. The
reserve was melting like snow in springtime. We needed
that ten thousand dollars. *“Maybe,” some said, “‘the groups
will never fully support the office. We can't let it shut down;
it's far too vital. Yes, let's take the money. Let's take all such
ddhations in the future. We're going to need them.”

Then came the opposition. They pointed out that the
Foundation board already knew of a total of half a million
dollars set aside for A.A. in the wills of people still alive.
Heaven only knew how much there was we hadn't heard
about. If outside donations weren't declined, absolutely cut
off, then the Foundation would one day become rich.
Moreover, at the slightest intimation to the general public
from our trustees that we needed money, we could become
immensely rich. Compared to this prospect, the ten thou-
sand dollars under consideration wasn't much, but like the
alcoholic's first drink it would, if taken, inevitably set up a
disastrous chain reaction. Where would that land us? Who-
ever pays the piper is apt to call the tune, and if the A A
Foundation obtained money from outside sources, its
trustees might be tempted to run things without reference to
the wishes of A.A. as a whole. Relieved of responsibility,
every alcoholic would shrug and say, ““Oh, the Foundation
is wealthy — why should 1 bother?” The pressure of that fat
treasury would surely tempt the board to invent all kinds of
schemes to do good with such funds. and so divert A A
from its primary purpose.

6" 6/).-// 6/6B -.

Concept VIII: The trustees are the principal planners and administrators of overall
policy and finance. They have custodial oversight of the separately incorporated
and constantly active services, exercising this through their ability to elect all the
directors of these entities.

+ Do we understand the relationship between the two corporate service entities (A.A.
World Services, Inc., the A.A. Grapevine) and the General Service Board?

+ How can the business term “custodial oversight" apply to the trustees' relationship
to the two corporate service entities?

+ Does my home group subscribe to G.S.0.'s bimonthly newsletter Box 4-5-97 A.A.
Grapevine? Do l?
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Alcoholics
Anonymous®

Box 459

‘Your Name*

Full Name

Email Address*

Email Address

* Required Information

Join our Box 459 newsletter mailing list

Sign Up
STORE SUBSCRIBE  Search AA Grapevine Q

AAGRAPEVINE ... o o
GRAPEVINE SUBSCRIPTIONS

HOME // STO VINE

US Subscriptions Canada Subscriptions  International
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Thank yvou I for
the donuts! Great
surprise and great
meeting. Thank yvyou,
| pray something like

this can continue.
Have yvyou any input
or suggestions for
me? I'm walking on
sunshine, Wooah,
And don't it feel
good! Thanks again.
Love, e

8:45 PM

You're welcome! I'll
try and make sure
everyone with a

“He said he wished he’d paid some desire or is curious
attention to A.A. experience. Then he did ICELenArSs Wulie e Lo cicr
. I went back and

something else that was to become an picked the guys
A.A. classic. It all went on a little card about brains over dinner
golf-score size. The cover read: anf:l thhey We'l;e a"“
T " quite appy- really
Middleton Group #1, Rule #_62. liked the format and
Once the card was unfolded, a single how you chaired. It
pungent sentence leaped to the eye: was perfect for the
"Don't take yourself too damn seriously." FRENVECTIES.
Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions, So thank you!
TRADITION FOUR, p. 149. sas e

Reprinted with A.A.\W.S., Inc. permission.

Oh that's fantastic to
hear 1 Glad we
are able to provide

a space for love and

12
healing! Sounds
like some great
coordination took
place to!

73 Ak

Magnesium
124.305]

Yep, gave God the

chair, | was just

the mouthpiece.

Something that gets

me in Dutch at times.
A6 AN

The Element Of Amazement.
Thanks Ted S.

Easy fo'spof a yellow car when you are
always thinking of a yellow: car.

Easy fo spot opportunity:when you are
always thinking of opporfunities.
Easy to spot reasons to be mad when
you are always thinking of being mad.
 Y'ou become what you constantly,

think about. Watch yourself..

They don’t even drum up business.

Thanks Maryanne D-L.



| sure am glad they figured out | can do it one day at a time.
24 hours of anything is enough for me!

“Right up to the 24 " hour”, he said.
“Then do it again”.

ALITTLE DAB WILL DO Y

TOOLS OF AA HOW TC
CONFORMITY CONQUER H 5)
HELP OTHERS BELLIGERENT
GRATITUDE DENIAL

It isn’t how much you put into it, its how much you get into it.

Grapevine Daily Quote June 21
“The world of truth is the world of what is.
It is the room I sit in, the sleeping kitten, the job that must be done.
Itis here. It is now.”

If the past comes knocking,
Don’t answer.
It has nothing new to tell you.

“My advice to you is get married: If you find a good wife you'll be happy; if not, you'll
become a philosopher.” —Socrates

| wish my wallet came with free refills.
One day or day one. It's your decision.

Some days | shock myself with the smart things | say and do.
Other days | try to get out of the car with my seatbelt on.

“We have drunk for vainglory —
that we might more enjoy foolish dreams of pomp and power.”
(12 X 12, STEP FOUR, p. 44).
Vainglory = False Pride.

<= *You can have Fear,
DV o You can have Faith, —*
%> But you can’t have both!” e
(Try this at home, work, ’
Anywhere!) .

All




The Wisdom of the Rooms

12 Months of Reflections for People in Recovery

June 12, 2023

Quote of the Week

"Problems are solutions in training."

This was definitely not the way I used to look at problems before recovery. My
problems used to overwhelm me:; they had no solutions, and there was a long
list of them. I would bounce from one to the other, and as I tried to solve them, I
just seemed to create more and more. I once heard that the only thing worse

than my problems were my solutions to them!

When I entered the program, I surrendered both my problems and my solutions.
My sponsor kept pounding into my head that my best thinking had gotten me
here, and with his help, I turned my attention to working the first Three Steps.
And once I was able to turn my will and my life over to a Power greater than

myself, the real solutions started to appear.

As I stayed sober and worked the other Steps, my problems began to solve
themselves. As I became more experienced in turning them over, applying the
Steps on them, and using more of the tools in my spiritual tool kit, I found that
my problems were actually opportunities for me to grow and change. Today, my
problems have become my teachers, leading me to spiritual solutions as long as

I remain open and willing to learn from them.
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u_f_k Saint Thérese - Follow
13h - @

Lord Jesus, heal me.
Heal my memory.
Heal my heart.
Heal my emotions.
Heal my spirit.
Heal my body.
Heal my soul.

Heal me from whatever

Thanks Rick M.

The story of Thérése'’s spiritual development was re . lated in
a collection of her epistolary essays, written by o rder of the
prioresses and published in 1898 under the title Hi = stoire d'une
ame (“Story of a Soul”). Her popularity is largely a result of this
work, which conveys her loving pursuit of holiness in ordinary
life: St. " Théreése defined her doctrine of the Littl e Way as “the
way of spiritual childhood, the way of trust and ab solute
surrender.” : ' :
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Therese- of-
Lisieux ; ;

Me yelling at
sqguirrels in thhe street

to move so they don™t
die is probably the

same feeling God has
watching me live my
life most days.

My wife told me to take the spider out
instead of killing him.

Went out. Had a few drinks. Nice guy.
He's a welb designer.

Drinking to be happy

is like setting your house

on fire to stay warm.
Thanks Lisa M-T.
| found sitting at a Campfire meeting
makes me happy and warm,
inside and out.
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0000
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Thanks Nicole Marie S.




%, Alano Club

T

= Marlene Lennon
3rd Annual Golf Outing

Kearsley Lake Golf Course
Elire, Mi

Eriday August 4, 1023
TEFRET L |.|'||I-
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MACKINAC ISLAND FALL WEEKEND
October 20-22, 2023

Name: \ ) Quantity Total s

Weekend Registration

$45 Each I

Phone: ( ) (add $10 after August 1)
Address: Zip Hoodie - $50

Circleone: S M L XL 2X 3X

add $3 for 2X/3X

Email: Baseball T - $30
Rooming With: Circleone: S M L XL 2X 3X

Saturday Evening Menu Selection: (check one)
[[] Chicken Piccata
[] Seared Salmon
[] stuffed Pork Loin
O Vegetable Napoleon

Long Sleeve T-Shirt- $25
Circleone: S M L XL 2X 3X
add s3 for 2X/3X

Please do not send the hotel reservation Total:
$$ with your registration. Send only what

Yes, I'm willing to be on a panel! (check one) Is indicated above.

I:l AA Method of Payment: Cash Check #
Make checks payable to Lansing Central AA

1
1
|
|
|
1
|
|
1
1
|
|
|
|
|
add $3 for 2X/3X 1
1
1
|
|
|
|
1
|
1
1
|
1
|
|
1

D Alanon 1915 E. Michigan Ave. Ste D, Lansing, Ml 48912

] Either
I i i oy S B e i e
Rates are $742.86 single occupancy, DHIFRPICEFCH S RRERS RIS

$422.75 double occupancy, $335.88 _ _
triple occupancy, and $292.45 quad IN - GUR ? AIRS
occupancy. Included are two nights

at the resort, dinner on Saturday, HoNESTY '
round trip luggage transfer from
Mackinaw City or St. Ignace and all
service charges and taxes. Rates

are guaranteed through July 22, so "LOVE

make your reservations before the . DISCIPLINE

: 10. PATIENCE
deadline. 11. AWARENESS
12. SERVICE

1

2. HOPE

3. FAITH

4, COURAGE
5. INTEGRITY
6
7
8
9

. WILLINGNESS
. HUMILITY

1. Fill out the form above (one per attendee)

2. Mail or hand deliver it to LCAA along with your registration
fee and merchandise payment

3. When you receive your confirmation email from LCAA,
call Mission Point to reserve your room

AA & Al-Anon Speakers - Fellowship - Panel Discussions - Fireside Meetings
Presented by Lansing Central AA - 517-377-1444



Topic: Area 32 Meeting
Time: This is a recurring 1st Sunday of every other month-Even
months: February, June, August, October, and December

Join Zoom Meeting

Meeting ID: 970 9209 4118

Passcode: area32

One tap mobile
+13126266799,,970920941184,,,,*208424# US (Chicago)
+19292056099,,970920941184,,,,*208424# US (New York)

Dial by your location
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
Meeting ID: 970 9209 4118
Passcode: 208424
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Camp for 7:00
silent weekend/night
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Alanon

Bring your
. canoe/kayak/boat

Grilled burgers & hotdogs
provided, please bring a dis

Call AA hotline for info (989) 255-9036
*Call for camp reservations

(989) 733-0613
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