
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   The A.A.W.S. licensed Smart Phone Meeting Guide app 

    has Flint Area A.A. Meetings and is free at the app store. 

                                                   

   December 2023; No. 99 

Vol. 9; Issue 3, No. 99. 

A.A. Help Line 
(810) 234-0815 

Meetings Opened and 

Zoom Meetings on Website 

HomPage. 
 

The F.A.U.C. Website is www.geneseecountyaa.org 

Newsletter at https://geneseecountyaa.org/f-a-u-c-newsletter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   The eighty-eighth Christmas for Alcoholics 

Anonymous is here!!! 

     It's the end of the world as we know it. 

    (And I feel fine). 
1
  

     “At the hospital I was separated from alcohol 

for the last time. Treatment seemed wise, for I 

showed signs of delirious tremens. 

     “There I humbly offered myself to God, as I 

then understood Him, to do with me as He would. I 

placed myself unreservedly under His care and 

direction. I admitted for the first time that of 

myself I was nothing; that without Him I was lost. 

I ruthlessly faced my sins and became willing to 

have my new-found Friend take them away, root 

and branch. I have not had a drink since.” 
2
 

     Bill W. took his last drink at 39 years of age on 

December 11, 1934. Imagine exactly two weeks 

later was Christmas. What a wonderful gift for 

himself and family and friends. 

     Let’s look at the quoted paragraph above. 

Which future A.A. Steps did Bill W. go through in 

that interim of a hospital stay? 

     Step Three: “There I humbly offered myself to 

God, as I then understood Him, to do with me as 

He would. I placed myself unreservedly under His 

care and direction.” 

Step Four: “I admitted for the first time that of 

myself I was nothing; that without Him I was lost.”  

Steps Four and Six: “I ruthlessly faced my sins (4) and 

became willing to have my new-found Friend take them 

away, root and branch.” (6). 

     Step 1: I have not had a drink since.” Why did Bill 

proclaim “root and branch”. A simple explanation is 

that if the root isn’t taken out, it will return with more 

branches. Bill saw he needed to eliminate the offending 

violations of His (God - as he then understood Him), 

will in Bill’s life. 

     Bill W. further explains, “I was to test my thinking 

by the new God-conscious within. Common sense 

would thus become uncommon sense. I was to sit 

quietly when in doubt, asking only for direction and 

strength to meet my problems as He would have me.” 
3
 

     A visit from a schoolmate brought forth the future 

Steps of A.A.  being formulated by Bill’s thoughts of 

what he had to do. “We made a list of people I had hurt 

or toward I felt resentment. (4) I expressed my entire 

willingness to approach these individuals (8), admitting 

my wrong (9).” 
4
  

     It is true that Bill W. had no idea of the A.A. 

program of recovery that was to come to fruition 

through these early efforts to recover. The Foundation 

of his thoughts on helping others was taking shape. 

A blessed Christmas indeed. 
1
 It’s The End of the World as we Know It, R.E.M.,    

  1987, (Remastered 2009). 
2, 3, 4

 Alcoholics Anonymous, 4
th
 ED, BILL’S STORY, 

   p. 13. 

 

 
 
      

“THE seventeenth Christmas for Alcoholics Anonymous is 
here. Considering all that has happened since AA's first 
Christmas in 1935, no words can portray the meaning of 

Christmas 1952. The only thing of which we're really sure is 
that we have given of ourselves, and have received gifts that 
no imagination can fully describe. Guided, we are sure, by an 
all generous and wise Providence, AA's message of hope has 

been carried into nearly every corner of the earth. The 
Christmas drama of giving and receiving has been re-enacted 

everywhere and still goes on.”  
 

https://www.aagrapevine.org/magazine/1952/dec/every-day-christmas (by Bill W.) 
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The 4th Step 
     This Step means we’ve come far: Admitting, 

Believing and Deciding.  Now it’s as if we are 

playing our life out on the Discovery Channel.  

The only one’s tuned in are our self, and our 

Higher Power.  Honesty, Open-mindedness and 
Willingness that brought us thus far are now in 

full force. 

         “I was to sit quietly when in doubt, asking 

only for direction and strength to meet my 

problems as He would have me.”  Page 13. 

     There are several 4th Step ways of prayer to ask 

Him in the Big Book.  

     When we contemplate on ones who had 

wronged us, it says, “We asked God to help us 

show them the same tolerance, pity, and patience 

that we would cheerfully grant a sick friend.” 
Page 67.   

      Page 68.  

      

     Contemplating on how to make amends where 

we have done harm, “In meditation, we 

    Big Book quotes reprinted by permission of 

A.A.W.S. 

           

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

   

      “Against the wind 

       I’m still runnin” against the wind 

       I’m older now but still runnin” 

       Against the wind.” 
5
  

STEP TWELVE 

     “Having had a spiritual awakening as a result of 

these steps, we tried to carry this message to 

alcoholics, and to practice these principles in all our 

affairs.” 
6
  

      The twelve steps are called the first twelve 

principles of A.A., followed by the Traditions as 

another twelve principles, and then the Concepts as 

the last twelve principles. The three tenets of A.A., 

Honesty, Openmindness, and Willingness, (HOW), 

allow the individual, the group, and, the General 

Service Office, (GSO), to grow and attain the three 

Legacies of A.A., Unity, Service, and  Recovery. 

     HOW is repeated in order through the twelve 

steps, but is not necessarily the spiritual principle of 

the step. (Editor’s perspective in italics). 

1.    We admitted we were powerless over alcohol –    

       that our lives had become unmanageable. 

       Honesty – Self admission of powerlessness and   

       unmanageability. 

2.    Came to believe that a Power greater than   

       ourselves could restore us to sanity. 

       Openmindness – Believing the Power greater   

       than our self could help us turn away from the 1
st
  

       drink and be returned to sanity of proven past  

       insanity of thoughts and actions. 

3.    Made a decision to turn our will and our lives   

       over to the care of God as we understood Him. 

       Willingness – The action of relying on God’s  

       will instead of our own. 

4.    Made a searching and fearless moral inventory of  

       ourselves.  

       Honesty – To be able to look at our self with no  

       reservations. 

5.    Admitted to God, to ourselves, and to another  

       human being, the exact nature of our wrongs. 

       Openmindedness - to know it is not how many  

       times we wronged, but that we wronged at all. 

        

FLINT AREA UNITY COUNCIL AIMS AND PURPOSES 

1) To promote Unity among Flint Area A.A., and harmony with Al-Anon and Ala-teen groups. 

9) The Council will create service committees and be financially responsible for them. 

    The entire F.A.U.C. Aims and Purposes with Election Procedures is on the website www.geneseecountyaa.org. 
 

     The circle/triangle symbol of A.A. that was used for many years has been removed from this Newsletter in accordance with 

the following statement by A.A. ”In 1993, Alcoholics Anonymous World Services, Inc. announced that official use of all of the 

several circle/triangle trademarks and service marks was being discontinued.” 

     From “THE A.A. SERVICE MANUAL combined with TWELVE CONCEPTS FOR WORLD SERVICE” 2021- 2023 by 

Bill W. page 64, reprinted by permission of A.A.W.S. Please read paragraph seven on page 64 to understand this change.  

 

6.   Were entirely ready to have God remove all    

       these defects of character. 

       Willingness – the essence of being entirely  

       ready. 

7.    Humbly asked Him to remove our shortcomings. 

       Honesty – accepting help from a Higher Power. 

8.    Made a list of all persons we had harmed, and  

       became willing to make amends to them. 

       Openmindedness – to determine in the past any   

       and all that are amendable due to ourselves. 

9.    Made direct amends to such people where ever  

       possible, except when to do so would injure 

       them or others. 

       Willingness – to be able to go to another with  

       amends due from our actions and/or deeds. 

10.  Continue to take personal inventory and when  

       we were wrong promptly admitted it. 

       Honesty – “…cast up a balance sheet, crediting    

       ourselves with things well done, and chalking up    

       debits where due.” 
6
   

11.  Sought through prayer and meditation to    

       improve our conscious contact with God as we 

       understood Him, praying only for knowledge of  

       His will for us and the power to carry that out. 

       Openmindedness – knowing that change for us is   

      His will, attainable by prayer and meditation. 

12.  Having had a spiritual awakening as a result of   

       these steps, we tried to carry this message to 

       alcoholics, and to practice these principles in all  

       our affairs. 
7
  

       Willingness – our perspective and personality   

       has changed to allow us to help others in  

       knowing, practicing, and living recovery. 
5
 Runnin’ Against the Wind, Bob Seger, 1980. 

6
 The Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions, 

   STEP TEN, p.89. 
7
 The Twelve Steps, Alcoholics Anonymous, 4

th
 ED, 

   HOW IT WORKS, pp. 59 – 60. 
6,7  Reprinted by permission of A.A.W.S. Inc.

 

 
 

 

 

 
  

Yep, it’s true, we deny it, but the 
1st Step is admit we’re hooked, 

Thanks Randy R, 
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•• 

You’re saying that donuts are breaking Anonymity? 

                    No, Jed. If you’re saying come to a chopper     

                     meeting, it implies you are one. What if you 

                     fell off of donuts and went back to Grog? 

                     Would not others think the choppers are 

                     unstable, unable to keep their axes sharp?                       

                     Oh I see. Quit making donuts then. 

                    C’mon Jed, see the bigger picture. We love           

                     your donuts, we just don’t feel a need to   

                     promote choppers because we like donuts. It  

                     is about the Fellowship where we know each  

                     other and bring in newcomers by our living            

                     habits and peace of mind. 

                     Very cool. DONUTS for all!!! 

NO GLUM LOT HERE 
 

Is that right? Jed, I heard 

you were promoting our 

meeting for the coffee and 

donuts you make so well? 

Well sure, been Voted #1 

three years running! 

Ok, I get that, yeah 

but, that doesn’t 

mean you promote 

the choppers 

because of donuts. 

 

   

 

 
 

 

When you promote 

donuts to choppers, you 

are losing the Anonymity 

of the Fellowship in public. 

Never considered that. 

We place Anonymity as a 

spiritual foundation. 

   

 

   

      

The Steps were too much for the lady, 

while drinking, she passes out, falls down some 

stairs, and she is almost 9 months pregnant... 

     When she wakes up, she’s in a hospital. Doctor: "We 

had to deliver your fraternal twins while you slept, but 

they are completely healthy. Also, your brother stopped 

by and named them for you" New Mother: "My brother 

named them? But he's an idiot! What are their names?" 

Doctor: "Well, the little girl is named DeNiece." 

New Mother: "Well, that's pretty good. And my son?" 

Doctor: "DeNephew."      

 

  

“It's never 'bout the money (ohh, ohhhh) 

There's principles involved 

These rules apply to all (all) 

It's never 'bout the money 

It's never 'bout the money.” 
8
 

 

TRADITION TWELVE 

     “Anonymity is the spiritual foundation of all 

of our Traditions, ever reminding us to place 

principles before personalities.”  (Short Form), 
9
  

     “And finally, we of Alcoholics Anonymous 

believe that the principle of anonymity has an 

immense spiritual significance. It reminds us that 

we are to place principles before personalities; 

that we are actually to practice a genuine 

humility. This to the end that our great blessings 

may never spoil us; that we shall forever live in 

thankful contemplation of Him who presides over 

us all.” (Long Form). 
10

    

     Tradition Twelve brings the Unity of the First 

Tradition, the Ultimate Authority of the Second. 

The Third comes out as humility to have the 

desire to quit drinking, the Fourth as sticking to 

our own group contingencies and not affecting 

A.A. as a whole. The Fifth Tradition has us only 

following our primary purpose, spiritual in nature 

when we help other alcoholics. 

     The Sixth Tradition is portrayed as a principle 

of the first reiterated as our common welfare. The 

Seventh is where spirituality and money mix, 

keeping personalities out of the principle. The 

Eighth Tradition reminds us that through our paid 

workers we have great blessings. 

     The Ninth Tradition is one of delegation that 

may never spoil us. Tradition Ten brings thankful 

contemplation on issues to avoid public 

controversy. 

     Tradition Eleven is of utmost importance: 

attraction rather than promotion our A.A. 

program of recovery through living, not boasting, 

with Him who presides over us all. 

     The Twelve Tradition brings all the Traditions 

together in harmonious action by suggesting 

principles, not personalities, bringing Anonymity 

as a spiritual foundation of our society. 
8
   Fabolous & Jadakiss, 

    FRIDAY ON ELM STREET, 2017. 
9
   Alcoholics Anonymous, APPENDICES I, 

    The Twelve Traditions, p. 561. 
10

  Alcoholics Anonymous, APPENDICES I, 

   The Twelve Traditions, (Long Form), p. 565. 
9, 10

 Reprinted by permission of A.A.W.S. Inc. 

 

Ned & Jed 

  

 

DeNiece DeNephew 
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Sat 2 7:30 pm, East Side St. Mary’s. 

Sun 3 6:00 pm, Torrey Rd. Group, Arid Club. 

Thu 7 7:00 pm, Van Slyke. 
Fri 8 12 noon, Eye Opener, Arid Club. 

Sat 9 7:30 pm, East Side St. Mary’s. 

Sun 10 6:00 pm, Torrey Rd. Group, Arid Club. 
Sat 16 7:30 pm, East Side St. Mary’s. 

Sun 17 6:00 pm, Torrey Rd. Group, Arid Club. 

Sat 23 7:30 pm, East Side St. Mary’s. 

Sat 23 7:00 pm, Thetford 
Sun 24 6:00 pm, Torrey Rd. Group, Arid Club. 

Sun 24 6:00 pm, Otter Lake, St. John’s the Baptist Ch. 

Mon 25 7:00 pm, Montrose HOPE. 
Thu 30 7:30 pm, Swartz Creek Group, St. Bartholomew. 

Sat 30 7:30 pm, East Side St. Mary’s. 

Sat 30 7:00 pm, Thetford 
Sun 31 6:00 pm, Torrey Rd. Group, Arid Club. 

Sun 31 6:00 pm, Otter Lake, St. John’s the Baptist Ch. 

Sun 31 7:00 pm, FAUC NYE Dinner/Dance 

      
 

THESE MEETINGS ARE OPEN AND LISTED ON THE WEBSITE. 

December 2023 Flint Area Open Speaker Meetings  

* = Addresses of Locations can be found in the 

   2023 Flint Area Groups Meeting Book or on the website 

www.geneseecountyaa.org under the Meetings Tab. 

 

F.A.U.C. Committees; Officers & Chairs. 
 Committee Chairs with names. (Visit the website 

www.geneseecountyaa.org to email the F.A.U.C.). 

F.A.U.C. Chair: Jim M. 

F.A.U.C. Secretary: Sandra C.  
Pass The Hat Assoc. Treasurer (P.T.H.A.): Steve C.  

Al-Anon Liaison: OPEN. 

Accessibility for All Alcoholics: Brad S. 

A.A. Answering Service: Gordon G. 

C.P.C. - Cooperation with the Professional 

Community: Gerri L. Corrections: Jacob F. 

Grapevine: Monica R. 

Literature/Meeting Books/Newsletter: 

James P. / Doug G.  

P.I. - Public Information: Randy R. 

Treatment: Moe M.     Website: Nick E. 

Young People: Jason J. 

F.A.U.C. Newsletter  

Editor: Doug G. Coeditor: Randy H. 

    The November 2023 Newsletter went to 233 

emails, November had 139 Website Hits =  readers. 

2023 F.A.U.C. Meetings; Date: Place: Host Group. 

Next F.A.U.C. Meeting: Meetings are on the 3
rd

 

Saturday of the month at 12:30 pm for the General 

Assembly. Host groups are encouraged to Host 

at their location (but will meet at St. Mary’s 

School if needed). 
January 21: St. Mary’s School; Eastside A.A. Grp. 

February 18: St. Mary’s school, F.A.U.C.     

March 18: St Johns 435 Genesee St. Davidson, Davison Fellowship Friday 

Night Group. 

April 15: Thetford Senior Center, G-11495 N. Center Rd. Clio; Thetford A.A. 
May 20: St. Bartholomew, 9252 Miller Rd. Swartz Creek, Swartz Creek A.A

. 
June 17: St. Mary’s School, 2600 N, Franklin, Flint, Oak Park. 

July 15: St. Mary’s School, 2600 N, Franklin, Flint, Eye Opener. 
August 19: Van Slyke Group.  

September 16: Fenton Alano Club, 800 North Rd. New Horizons 

October 21: St Mary’s school, 2600 N, Franklin, Flint, Women in A.A.  

November 18: St. Francis; Quaderer Hall, 212 Center St, Otisville, Otisville 

A.A. 

December 16: St. Mary’s School; 2600 N, Franklin, 

Flint, Eastside A.A. Grp. 

 

 

A.A Treasurer’s addresses: 

G.S.O.  P.O. Box 2407, James A. Farley Station, 

             New York, NY  10116-2407 
CMIA 32 Treasurer  c/o Ed LaLonde 

527 Handy Drive, Bay City, MI 48706-4292 

(For F.A.U.C.) 

P.T.H.A, Inc. 4225 Miller Rd. Suite 119, 
Flint, MI  48507. Please make checks 

payable to Pass The Hat Association, Inc. 

 

 

 
 

 

Group NEWS 

     The F.A.U.C. meets December 16, 2023 at 11:30 AM 

for Committee Meetings, 12:30 PM General Assembly, 

St. Mary’s School, 2600 N. Franklin, Flint, Hosted by 

Eastside Flint A.A. 

     * F.A.U.C. will host the CMIA32 meeting on 12/3/23. 

        VOLUNTEERS NEEDED. See Flyer for Details.         

     * FA.U.C. NYE Dinner/Dance Flyer is out. 12/31/23. 

     * OH, THAT MEETING           

        INVITE/ANNOUNCEMENT!!! 

     * New District 12 DCM Nominations & Election. 

     * GSO Literature Committee (2023-2024) Attachment:   

        Suggested Questions. Forwarded by DCM James P. 

       

      * = Flyer at end of Newsletter. 
 

 

Group wants a Newsletter announcement? Email 

farfromittoday@aol.com by the 20th of the month. 

The F.A.U.C. Newsletter is looking for articles & ideas. 
Request a Newsletter by email: farfromittoday@aol.com 

 

Hear Ye, Hear Ye!!! 

Meeting has an Open Speaker? Email farfromittoday@aol.com. 
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  810-234-0815; Flint Area A.A. 24/7 Helpline. 

     To find a meeting, scan this QR 

Code into your phone for immediate 

information on meetings, days, and, 

times in this area. 

 

      “His only chance for sobriety would be some 

place like the Greenland Ice Cap, and even there an 

Eskimo might turn up with a bottle of scotch and 

ruin everything!” 

     Alcoholics Anonymous, 4
th
 ED.,  

     WORKING WITH OTHERS, p. 101. 

Reprinted by permission of A.A.W.S. Inc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not a Ripley’s BELIEVE IT OR NOT, 

However, BELIEVE IT OR NOT!!! 
 

“The afterlife is 

a place where 

we await heaven 

and God shows 

us what we 

could have 

been on earth.” 

     Fr. Joe. 

 

  Am I walking, 

    slip sliding 

      away, on 

      Thin Ice 

        Here? 

 

Dead Penguins – Where Do They Go? 

     It is a known fact that the Penguin is a very 

ritualistic bird which lives an extremely ordered and 

complex live. 

     The Penguin is very committed to its family and 

will mate for life, as well as maintain a form of 

compassionate contact with its offspring throughout its 

life. 

     If a Penguin is found dead on the ice surface, other 

members of the family and social circle have been 

known to dig holes in the ice, using their vestigial 

wings and beaks, until the hole is deep enough for the 

dead bird to be rolled into, and buried with the ice 

chips. 

     The male Penguins than gather in a circle around 

the fresh grave and sing: 
 

(Wait for it…). 
 

“Freeze a jolly good fellow, 

 Freeze a jolly good fellow, 

 Freeze a jolly good feeelloooow, 

                      Which nob’dy can deny!!!”(Thanks Mike M.) 

 

Not In Good Standing Anymore. 

HONORED BY THE VOCALIZATIONS!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

I don't know 

where I’m 

going, but I 

sure know 

where I've 

been… 

 

Here I go 

again on my 

own, going 

down the 

only road 

I've ever 

known. 

 

Whitesnake, 

Saints & 

Sinners, 

1987. 

 

“We don’t 

regret the 

past nor 

wish to shut 

the door on 

it.” 
11 

 

11
 Alcoholics 

Anonymous, 

4
th
 ED, 

INTO 

ACTION, p. 

83. 
 

Reprinted by 

permission 

of A.A.W.S. 

Inc. 
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     “All of its Twelve Steps are but suggestions.” 
12 

     “This doesn't mean an A.A. won't take advice or 

suggestions from more experienced members, but he 

surely won't take orders.” 
13

  

     Not once does the Big Book or 12 X 12 use the 

words comply or compliance but the word compel 

and complained is used. 

     “No A.A. can compel another to do anything; 

nobody can be punished or expelled.” 
14

  

     “We were depressed and complained we felt bad, 

when in fact we were mainly asking for sympathy 

and attention.” 
15

  

     Whether or not some one follows the suggestions 

to the best of their ability is the biggest reason for 

the A.A. program of recovery not to work. 

     “Rarely have we seen a person fail who has 

thoroughly followed our path.” 
16

  

     “To acquire it, I had only to stop fighting and 

practice the rest of A.A.'s program as 

enthusiastically as I could.” 
17

  

     To all of us, do as you will, and 

     “Follow the dictates of a Higher Power and you 

will presently live in a new and wonderful world, no 

matter what your present circumstances!” 
18

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
12

 Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions, 

    STEP TWO, p. 26. 
13

 Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions, 

    TRADITION NINE, p. 173.  
14

 Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions,  

    TRADITION ONE, p. 129. 
15

 Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions, 

    STEP TWEN, p. 94. 
16

 Alcoholics Anonymous, 4
th
 ED, 

    HOW IT WORKS, p. 58. 
17 

Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions, 

    STEP TWO, p. 27. 
18

 Alcoholics Anonymous, 4
th
 ED, 

    WORKING WITH OTHERS, p. 100. 

Reprinted by permission of A.A.W.S. Inc.
 

. 

 
Thanks Ted S. 

 
From USE OF FORCE, by Brad Thor, 2017, 

Simon & Schuster, Inc., 

EMILY BESTLER BOOKS / ATRIA 

 

 

THAT JUST MEANS, 

KEEP COMING BACK!!! 
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“I can see clearly now, the rain is gone. 

I can see all obstacles in my way. 

Gone are the dark clouds that had me blind 

It's gonna be a bright, bright sun shiny day, 

It's gonna be a bright, bright sun shiny day. 

I think I can make it now the pain is gone 

All of the bad feelings have disappeared 

Here is that rainbow I've been praying for 

It's gonna be a bright (Bright), 

bright sun shiny day.” 
19

 

 

CONCEPT TWELVE 

     “The trustees should always have the best 

possible committees, corporate service directors, 

executives, staffs, and consultants. Composition, 

qualification, induction procedures, and the rights 

and duties will always be matters of serious 

concern." 
20

 

     The A.A. Service Manual combined with Twelve 

Concepts for World Service, by Bill W., 2021-2023 

Edition, page IV.   

     “This concept recognizes that the trusted servants 

who work for the various AA entities need to be 

carefully selected because they will have the most 

day-to-day contact with members and others 

interested in AA. The Twelve Concepts of World 

Service specifically mentions the nominating, 

budgetary, public information, literature and general 

policy committees as requiring people with very 

specific skills and outlooks.” 

From: https://www.tapatalk.com/groups/recoveryinn/ 

12-concepts-explained-t4286.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     “…no organization structure can fully 

guarantee our Headquarters against the 

depredations of clashing personalities, that only 

the sustained willingness to practice spiritual 

principles in all our affair can accomplish this, and 

we should never need to have any fear for our 

future harmony.”  
19

 

     “It is the duty of the good executive officer 

therefore to learn discrimination of when he, (or 

she), should act on his, (or her), own and limited or 

wide consultation is proper, and when he, (or she), 

should ask for specific definitions and directions. 

This discrimination is really up to him, (or her). 

His, (or her), privilege of making these choices is 

structurally guaranteed by the ‘Right of Decision’. 

He, (or she), can always be censured after his, (or 

her), acts, but seldom before.” 
20

 
19

 “I Can See Clearly Now”, Johnny Nash, 1972. 
20, 21, 22

 The A.A. Service Manual combined with 

Twelve Concepts for World Service by Bill W., 

2021 2023 Edition, page IV 
20

, C47, 
21

, p. C44, 
22

.  

Reprinted with A.A.W.S. permission. 

 

 

CONCEPT TWELVE CHECKLIST 

From: SMF-91 - Concepts Checklist; Reprinted with A.A.W.S. permission. 
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23

 THE A.A. SERVICE MANUAL combined with TWELVE CONCEPTS FOR WORLD SERVICE by Bill W.,   

    2021 – 2023 ED, Revised and Updated, p. C48. (Book BM-31). 
24

 THE A.A. SERVICE MANUAL combined with TWELEVE CONCEPTS FOR WORLD SERVICE by Bill W.,  

    2021 – 2023 ED, Revised and Updated, pp, C49 – C59 in their entirety. 
25

 CONCEPTS CHECKLIST, p. 4. (Pamphlet SMF-91). 
26, 27, 28

 The Twelve Concepts Illustrated, pp. 28 
26

, 1 
27

, 25 
28

. (Pamphlet P-8). 

 

As explained below, Concept XII is broken into Warranties that the A.A. member, Group, District, 

Area and G.S.O., A.A.W.S., and The Grapevine are suggested to follow. 
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The Six Warranties of Concept XII. 

1. Shall observe the spirit of A.A. tradition, taking care that it never becomes the seat of perilous 

            wealth or power; 

2. That sufficient operating funds and reserve be its prudent financial principle; 

3. That it place none of its members in a position of unqualified authority over others; 

4. That it reach all important decisions by discussion, vote, and whenever possible, by substantial 

unanimity; 

5. That its actions never be personally punitive nor an incitement to public controversy; 

6. That it never perform acts of government; that, like the Society it serves, it will always remain 

democratic in thought and action. 
24

 

 The Six Warranties of Concept XII Checklist 

 How do we guard against becoming a “seat of perilous wealth or power”?  

 How do we practice prudent use of our Seventh Tradition contributions and literature revenue? 

 Do we insure the spiritual liberties of all A.A. members by not placing any member in the position of 

absolute authority over others? 

 Do we try to reach important decisions by thorough discussion, vote and, where possible, substantial 

unanimity? 

 As guardians of A.A.’s traditions, are we ever justified in being personally punitive? 

 Are we careful to avoid public controversy? 

 Do we always try to treat each other 

            with mutual respect and love? 
25
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DISTRACTED FROM THE FOCUS OF RECOVERY 

     An A.A. member went to the chairperson and 

said, “I won’t be attending meetings anymore. 

The chairperson asked, “May I ask why?” 

     The member stated, “I see people on their cell 

phones, some just gossip, others just ain’t living 

right. They are all hypocrites!” 

     The Chairperson got silent, and then said. “OK, 

but can I ask you something for me before you 

make your final decision?” 

     “Sure, what do want?” 

     The chairperson said, “Please take a glass of 

water and walk around the meeting tables two 

times without spilling a drop from the glass.” 

     “Sure, I can do that.” He came back and, “I’m 

done.” 

      The chairperson asked three questions: 

1. Did you see anybody on their pines? 

2. Did you see anybody gossiping? 

3. Was anybody living wrong? 

 

     “I didn’t see any of that being so focused on 

carrying the glass of water.” 

     The chairperson said, “When you come 

to an A.A. meeting, focus on the program, not on 

the members. This will help keep you from a slip or 

relapse, and give you the experience, strength, and 

hope of the sharing from other members.  

 

     Don’t let your relationship with the A.A. 

program be determined by how others relate 

with the program. Let it be determined by how 

focused you are with the program of A.A. 

recovery. 

 

 
   FOCUS. 

    Did not 

     spill 

    a drop! 

 

UNDERSTANDING RESPONSIBILITES 

AND REQUESTS AND DEMANDS 

 
 

 

 
WHAT COMING OUT OF AN ALCOHOLIC FOG COULD      

                                      LOOK LIKE.           Thanks, Tena A. 

 
 

Thanks, Lisa M-T. 
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TAKE A SNIFF AND YOU TELL ME? 

     A hillbilly went hunting one day in West Virginia and bagged three ducks, then put them in the bed of the  

pickup truck. Was about to drive home, was confronted by an ornery game warden who didn't like hillbillies. 

The game warden ordered to the hillbilly to show a hunting license, and the hillbilly pulled out a valid West 

Virginia hunting license. The game warden looked at the license, then reached over and picked up one of the 

ducks, sniffed it's butt, and said, "This duck ain't from West Virginia. This is a Kentucky duck. You got a 

Kentucky hunting license?" The hillbilly reached into a wallet and produced a Kentucky hunting license. 

     The game warden looked at it, then reached over and grabbed the second duck, sniffed it's butt, and said, 

"This ain't no Kentucky duck. This duck's from Tennessee. You got a Tennessee license?" The hillbilly reached 

into another wallet and produced a Tennessee license. The warden then reached over and picked up the third 

duck. "This duck's from Virginia. You got a Virginia hunting license?" 

     Again the hillbilly reached into yet another wallet and brought out a Virginia hunting license. The game 

warden was extremely frustrated at this point, and he yelled at the hillbilly, "Just where the heck are you from?" 

     The hillbilly turned around, bent over, dropped the bib coveralls, and said, "You tell me, you're the expert!" 
Do we take other’s inventory and become an expert of recovery in doing so? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AND THESE ARE JUST THE SOBER ONES!!! 

 

 

 

 

Bet you 

thought 

it would be 

a Corn Cob 

pipe 

puffin’, 

crotch 

scratchin’, 

sniffin’ 

Hillbilly, 

didn’t you? 

Think 

agin’. 
 

Not all is as 

it seems 

in the 

Field!!! 

 Hill- 

billies 
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Heard it 

‘Round the Rooms! 
 

The Steps are in order for my mental disorder. 
 

At the door of an A.A. meeting, 

you are given the key so you can be whomever you choose to be. 

Anonymity is a condition you have to get used to. 
 

“There is only one key, and it is called willingness.” 
29

 

“Once we have placed the key of willingness in the lock 

and have the door ever so slightly open, 

we find we can always open it some more.” 
30

 
 

On an 11 year anniversary: I could only do it with the rooms and my sponsor. 
 

How many alcoholics does it take to change a light bulb? 

Just one, but it may take all day. 
 

Hurt people hurt people. 
 

Coming out the obsession was spiritual progress, not spiritual perfection. 
 

On the St. Francis prayer of “Make me a channel of your peace…” 

I need humility to obtain these ideals. 

My thinking is my dilemma, it has caused me many humility problems. 

“Lack of power, that was our dilemma.” 
31

 

Humility equals to act with HIMility through honesty. 

“That basic ingredient of all humility, a desire to seek and do God's will…” 
32

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

     29
 Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions, STEP THREE, p. 34. 

     30
 Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions, STEP THREE, p. 35. 

31
 Alcoholics Anonymous, 4

th
 ED, WE AGNOSTICS, p. 45. 

    32
 Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions, STEP SEVEN, p. 72. 

A.A. quotes reprinted with A.A.W.S. permission. 
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     One of my Sponsors told me over and over, 

“You must read this Big Book, Understand this Big Book, and, Live this 

Big Book for you may be the only Big Book someone ever reads, but 

needs the Big Book.” RIP Sarge. 
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SPECIAL FLINT AREA UNITY COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENT!!! 
 

Attention all GSR's in District 12. 

Time to elect a new DCM (District Committee Member). 

Nominations and election Will Take Place January 20, 2024 

The time is 11:30 AM sharp. 

The place will be St. Mary’s School, 2600 N. Franklin Flint, Michigan. 
 

Urging all groups to send some type of representation to 

Flint Area Unity Council monthly meeting. 
 

 

 
 

THE A.A. SERVICE MANUAL combined with TWELVE CONCEPTS FOR WORLD 

SERVICE by Bill W., 2021 – 2023 ED, Revised and Updated, p. 15. (Book BM-31). 

Reprinted with A.A.W.S. permission. 
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November 13, 2023 
 

Dear Trusted Servants: 
 

A.A.’s Co-Founder, Bill W., in his 1953 address to the General Service Conference, stated that he 

did not consider himself the author of Alcoholics Anonymous, the Big Book (Our Great 

Responsibility, p. 92). He also alluded to the fact that in the various A.A. literature published prior 

to his passing, he borrowed heavily from other sources, and that other A.A. members made 

significant contributions. 
 

On the other hand, addressing the historical context of some of the writings of our Founders, 

many members in our Fellowship have expressed strong sentiment against any changes in the first 

164 pages of Alcoholics Anonymous, the Big Book, as well as the Preface, the Forewords, The 

Doctor’s Opinion, Doctor Bob’s Nightmare, and the Appendices. In fact, as early as 1995 and most 

recently in 2022, Advisory Actions designed to protect the above-referenced contents have been 

passed by the General Service Conference. 
 

In response to a Committee Consideration from the 73rd General Service Conference suggesting 

that trustees’ Literature Committee seek input from the Fellowship (including but not limited to 

Area delegate feedback) regarding any possible future changes to literature written by A.A.’s 

Founders, the trustees’ Literature committee agreed it would be beneficial to gather shared 

experience from the Fellowship regarding this topic. 
 

We would like to hear from you – the top of the triangle! While we hope that the suggested 

questions will help to spark thoughtful sharing and discussion, please feel free to add questions 

that we may not have thought of that you feel may best inform the discussion. Most of all, we are 

grateful for and thank you for your participation. 
 

In fellowship, 

The trustees’ Literature Committee (2023-2024) 
 

Attachment: Suggested Questions 

HOW SHOULD WE TREAT A.A. FOUNDERS’ WRITINGS 

SUGGESTED QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

1.     Do you think that A.A. Founders would object to or embrace revisions to their writings? If 

yes, why? If not, why? 

2.     Do you think the Founders’ writings are effective in reaching new members? If not, what 

measures do you think can be taken to resolve this issue? 

3.     What reasons would you consider for changing our Founders’ writings? 

4.     How do you feel about changing A.A. Founders’ writings to replace outdated references? 

5.     What suggestions do you have for preserving the Founders’ writings, along with keeping pace 

with our current A.A. Society and its future? 

6.     Should there be a special Conference process for approval of changes to our Founders’ 

writings? (e.g., super, or qualified majority – 75%, and/or 2-year consideration process.) 

7.     What additional ideas, thoughts or suggestions can you share about changing or not changing 

the Founders’ writings? 

 

Note: Please be as concise as possible in your responses to the questions. 

 

Stephen Todd, 134 West Center Street, Kingsport, TN 37660, United States 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

CONTACT 

Moe M. 810-908-3449 or 

Jim M. 810-252-7932 or 

Doug G. 810-410-7458 

THANK YOU!!! 
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11/21/2023 
FAUC Corrections Committee Jail Pail Contributions and Expenditures. Contact farfromittoday@aol.com for detailed 
info. 

 
 

The FAUC Corrections Committee THANKS all groups for their contributions in efforts to bring FREE A.A. 
Literature to inmates in both the Genesee County Jail and the Corrections Side of NEW PATHS, INC. 

 
The Corrections Committee Literature Order Placed on 11/04/23 has been received. 

The Literature has been Stamped with 
“Please Return to the GENESEE COUNTY JAIL LIBRARY” 

and is awaiting delivery to the Jail upon 
Approval (pending) from the Jail Chaplain 

as head of the FORGOTTEN MINISTRIES Department. 
Many Big Books and Pamphlets are free to inmates 

and do not need to be returned in hope that will make good use of them. 
That has been approved by the Chaplain. 

The Jail Meetings are fruitful in planting the seed, Carrying the Message, 
and doing the utmost of Service Work in the 12th Step practice and following Traditions 5 & 12. 
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The full video with Jamie’s voice 
of the Christmas Song he sings to 

us all is attached to the 
Newsletter email. 

Service Work is not confined to A.A. 
This is a Public Service Announcement. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Alcoholics Anonymous 

is not affiliated with the 

Salvation Army. 


